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Christmas Eve | December 24th, 2025
*Please Stand

Pre-service Music	  
Mary, Did You Know?            Tom Messmore
The Birthday of a King           Tom Messmore
Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming  
Kathy Ferguson
The Work of Christmas         Sinamar Respicio
	
Announcements

Trinity Chimes

Prelude        The MESSIAH Medley          
Handel/Wrytzen

*Call To Worship
One: Tonight is a night like any other.
All: The daylight fades, the stars come out.
One: Tonight is a night like any other.
All: People are seeking shelter as life, in all its wonder, goes on.
One: And yet, on a night just like this, an ordinary night like any other,
All: Christ was born.

*Opening Carol   
God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen (1,5)
GOD REST YOU MERRY
1. God rest you merry, gentlemen,
let nothing you dismay,
for Jesus Christ our Savior
was born upon this day,
to save us all from Satan’s power
when we were gone astray.
REFRAIN O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy;
O tidings of comfort and joy.

5. Now to the Lord sing praises,
all you within this place,
and with true love and brotherhood
each other now embrace;
this holy tide of Christmas
all others doth deface.
REFRAIN

First Reading     John 1:1-5, 14
First Reflection  The light is not overcome!

Lighting the Christ Candle
One: God, you are the original spark of light.  In the beginning, You drew light from the darkness.
All: Tonight, we remember that all things came into being through that Light, the life of all people, Your divine spark, Christ.
One: God, You sent your own self into this world as Jesus, born as one of us, to human parents, to know all that our life entails, even our darkness, and shine within it.
All: Tonight, we light the Christ Candle first, remembering that all light comes from God.  Christ’s light cannot be overcome by any darkness.  Amen.

Carol 234             O Come, All Ye Faithful 	   
ADESTE FIDELES
1. O come, all ye faithful, 
joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem.
Come and behold him, born the King of angels;
REFRAIN
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.

3. Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation;
O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God, all glory in the highest;
REFRAIN

6. Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 
born this happy morning,
Jesus, to thee be all glory given.
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing:
REFRAIN

Second Reading	        Isaiah 9:2-7
Reflection 		   In the name of hope

Carol 240   Hark! the Herald Angels Sing                                                
MENDELSSOHN





1. Hark! the herald angels sing,
"Glory to the new born King,
peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!"
Joyful, all ye nations rise,
join the triumph of the skies;
with th' angelic host proclaim,
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!"
Hark! the herald angels sing,
       “Glory to the new born King!"

2. Christ, by highest heaven adored;
Christ, the everlasting Lord;
late in time behold him come,
offspring of a virgin's womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;
hail th' incarnate Deity,
pleased with us in flesh to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel.
Hark! the herald angels sing,
"Glory to the new born King!"

3. Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace!
Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings,
risen with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by,
born that we no more may die,
born to raise us from the earth,
born to give us second birth.
Hark! the herald angels sing,
"Glory to the new born King!"


Lighting the Hope Candle
One: Proclaimed by prophets and hailed by angels, God promised a Savior, a light dawning for a people walking in darkness.
All: That light has dawned.  Hope itself has been born among us.
One: Hope is trust that God is at work, even when we are surprised or shocked, even when we do not know how to take the next step.  
All: Tonight, the light of Christ sparks hope anew in our own lives.  God’s promises endure, Amen.

Third Reading   Luke 1:26-38
Reflection 	  Do not be afraid	
 
Carol 218  It Came Upon the Midnight Clear
CAROL
1. It came upon the midnight clear,
that glorious song of old,
From angels bending near the earth,
To touch their harps of gold:
"Peace on the earth, good will to men,
From heaven's all-gracious King."
The world in solemn stillness lay,
To hear the angels sing.

2. Still through the cloven skies they come
With peaceful wings unfurled,
And still their heavenly music floats
O'er all the weary world;
Above its sad and lowly plains,
They bend on hovering wing,
And ever o'er its Babel sounds
The blessed angels sing.

4. For lo! The days are hastening on,
By prophet seen of old,
When with the ever-circling years
Shall come the time foretold
When peace shall over all the earth
Its ancient splendors fling,
And the whole world send back the song
Which now the angels sing.

Lighting the Peace Candle
One: Into uncertainty and change, God speaks, “Do not be afraid.” 
All: God’s peace meets us where we are, as we are, in each moment.
One: Peace is not the absence of disruption.  It is the presence of God, steady and faithful, even when the way ahead is unclear.
All: Tonight, the light of Christ kindles peace within us, assuring us that God is here, and so we will not fear.  Amen.

Fourth Reading   Luke 2:1-20
Reflection  Tidings of Comfort and Joy
	   
Carol 224 Good, Christian Friends, Rejoice (1,2,3)                                  IN DULCI JUBILO
1. Good Christian friends, rejoice
with heart and soul and voice;
Give ye heed to shat we say: News, news!
Jesus Christ is born today!
Ox and ass before him bow,
And he is in the manger now,
Christ is born today, Christ is born today!

2. Good Christian friends, rejoice
With heart and soul and voice;
Now ye hear of endless bliss: News, news!
Jesus Christ was born for this!
He hath opened heaven's door,
And ye are blessed forever more,
Christ was born for this, Christ was born for this!

3. Good Christian friends, rejoice
With heart and soul and voice;
Now ye need not fear the grave: News, news!
Jesus Christ was born to save!
Calls you one and calls you all
To gain his everlasting hall,
Christ was born to save, Christ was born to save!

Lighting The Joy Candle
One: Joy breaks into the ordinary and nothing is ever the same.
All: Joy comes in all shapes and sizes: good news, the wonder of a sunrise, an unexpected smile.
One: For the shepherds, it was angels declaring, “Good news of great Joy for all people,” a Savior born!
All: Tonight, the light of Christ illumines joy within us, a joy meant to be shared, the way light fills a dark room.  Amen.

Fifth Reading     Matthew 2:1-12
Reflection.    Where won’t love go?	

Anthem       A Gift of Love	    arr. Joel Raney
The Chancel Choir

Lighting The Love Candle
One: Where won’t love go?  It crosses every border, risks every danger, asks every question, love is the ultimate adventure.
All: Love, like the stars, gives us a guiding light, calls us into the unknown, asks us to take the journey.  
One: Like the wise ones, we do not know where love will take us, how long we will travel in its light, what it will ask of us, but we know that God’s love meets us first and goes with us everywhere.
All: Tonight, the light of Christ ignites love within us – a love that calls us by name and goes before us, walks beside us, and leads us out into all the world.
One: Tonight, we remember Christ was born for this, Christ is born among us, a light shining out in the darkness.  Amen.

Invitation to Offering

Offertory         Away in a Manger
The Christ Church Ringers
   
Offertory Prayer
Emmanuel, Creator of Light, You call us to the adventure of love, the journey of faith.  Tonight, we have retold Your story— let it live in us as our own.  Let Christ rise in our lives as light dawning where night still lingers.  Use these gifts and offerings, and our very lives, to share Your good news as we run like shepherds, sing like angels, and search like wise ones, following the light of Christ. Amen.
          	
*Doxology                   	     THE FIRST NOEL
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God, all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel,
Born is the King of Israel.

Final Reading     Matthew 5:14-15
     One: God’s light shines out of the darkness.
     All: We are that light.

Lighting our candles    Prelude on Stille Nacht
     The Christ Church Ringers

Carol 236        Silent Night (1,2,3,4) 
STILLE NACHT
1. Silent night, holy night, 
all is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy infant , so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace, 
sleep in heavenly peace.

2. Silent night, holy night, 
shepherds quake at the sight;
Glories stream from heaven afar,
Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia!
Christ, the Savior is born, 
Christ, the Savior is born!

3. Silent night, holy night, 
Son of God, love's pure light;
Radiant beams from thy holy face
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord at thy birth, Jesus, Lord at thy birth.

4. Silent night, holy night, 
wondrous star, lend thy light;
With the angels let us sing, 
Alleluia to our King;
Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born!

*Closing Prayer Holy God, what you have given birth to within us is light, the life of all people, Christ.  Let us carry this light into the world with hope, peace, joy, and love.  Amen!

*Benediction 246  Joy to the World (1,2)                
ANTIOCH
1. Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare him room,
And heaven and nature sing,
and heaven and nature sing,
And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing.

2. Joy to the world, the Savior reigns!
Let all their songs employ;
While fields and floods, rocks hills and plains
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

Postlude    A Joyous Christmas     John Leavitt     

Liturgists: Don Finch and Bob Stoebe
Thank you to all the staff and volunteers who made this service possible!  And thank you to all of you for being the light!  Merry Christmas.

ONE LICENSE A-738133 | CCLI #12393 | Perform Music #662 | CVLI #03793174
“God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen” 
Words: Traditional English carol, 18th cent.
“O Come, All Ye FaithfulleHelp”
 Words: John F Wade, ca. 1743; trans by Frederick Oakeley, 1841 and others
“Hark! the Herald Angels Sing”
Words: Charles Wesley, 1734; alt. by George Whitefield, 1753, and others (Lk. 2:8-14)
“It Came upon the Midnight Clear”
Words: Edmund H Sears, 1849 (Luke. 2:8-14)
“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”
Words: 14th cent. Latin; trans by John Mason Neale, 1855
“While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks”
Words: Nahum Tate, 1700 (Lk. 2:8-14)
“Joy to the World”
Words: Issac Watts, 1719, (Ps. 98:4-9)
If you have any questions, please call the office: 520.327.1116 or 
send us an e-mail: office@ccumtucson.org. 
Staff contact information (Only staff with church emails are listed)
John Neve - Bell Choir Director
john@ccumtucson.org
Janet Tolman – Organist 
janet@ccumtucson.org
Sinamar Respicio – Choir Director
choir@ccumtucson.org
Mary Beth Buttler – Communications
communications@ccumtucson.org 
Candi Eppley – Office Administrator 
office@ccumtucson.org
Rev. Beth Rambikur
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