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Fourth Sunday of Advent | December 21st, 2025
	
A Thrill of Hope: 
A Christmas Musical
By Joel Raney

Christ Church Christmas Cantata
Featuring:
The Chancel Choir
The Christ Church Music Program
And Guest Musicians

*Please stand as you are able

Welcome and Announcements

Trinity Chimes

Prelude     Bring a Torch, Jeanette Isabella 
arr. R. Elsasser

*Call to Worship: 
One: O holy time, Emmanuel is with us!
All: It is the celebration of the dear Savior’s birth.
One: A thrill of hope, our weary hearts rejoice,
All: We rise to our feet and join the angel’s voices, and praise his holy name.

*Hymn of Praise 202  People, Look East           
BESANCON
1. People, look east. The time is near 
of the crowning of the year.
Make your house fair as you are able, 
Trim the hearth and set the table. 
People, look east and sing today:
Love, the Guest is on the way.

4. Angels announce with shouts of mirth
Him who brings new life to earth.
Set every peak and valley humming
With the word, the Lord is coming.
People, look east and sing today:
Love, the Lord, is on the way.

Advent Song 2085  He Came Down	
HE CAME DOWN
Christ came down that we may have love,
he came down that we may have love,
he came down that we may have love - Hallelujah forevermore.

One: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.
All: We look for light but find darkness, for brightness but walk in gloom.  

One: You are the light of the world; be light in our darkness, O Christ.
All: When only darkness covers me and the light about me seems to be night, even the darkness is not dark to You, O Holy God.  The darkness is light with you.

One: O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord, love born in our lives, light blooming in the darkness.
All: Blessed be the Holy Name of God.  You reveal deep and mysterious things; you are light and in you is no darkness.  Our darkness is passing away and already the true light is shining.

One: As we light each candle: Hope, Peace, Joy and Love – spark in us your eternal light, the gift of your spirit – so that no darkness may overcome Your Kingdom.  Amen.

Advent Refrain 2085 He Came Down	
HE CAME DOWN
Christ came down that we may have love,
he came down that we may have love,
he came down that we may have love - Hallelujah forevermore.

A Thrill of Hope                             John 1:1
Long Ago, Prophets Knew
Sing We Now of Christmas
The First Noel
Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus

A Gift of Love                               John 1:14
Love Came Down at Christmas
Angels, from the Realms of Glory
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
Away in a Manger
The Gift of Love

A Prayer for Peace                 Luke 2:13-14
Silent Night, Holy Night
Let There Be Peace on Earth
O Holy Night

A Song of Joy	                          Luke 2:15-20
Rejoice
Mary Had a Baby
Angels, We have Heard on High
Hark!  The Herald Angels Sing
Joy to the World
Good Christian Friends, Rejoice

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

*Passing the Peace of Christ

Invitation and Offering

Offertory    Still, Still, Still 	arr. Paul Manz       
   
*Doxology     	What Child Is This	       
GREENSLEEVES
Praise God, from whom 
all blessings flow.  
Praise God, all creatures here below.  
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts.  
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  
This, this is Christ the King, 
whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
haste, haste to bring him laud, 
the babe the son of Mary.

*Offertory Prayer

*Closing Hymn 216  
Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming
					   ES IST EIN ROS
1. Lo, how a Rose e'er blooming 
from tender stem hath sprung!
Of Jesse's lineage coming 
as those of old have sung.
It came, a floweret bright, 
amid the cold of winter,
When half spent was the night.

2. Isaiah 'twas foretold it, 
the Rose I have in mind;
With Mary we behold it, 
the Virgin Mother kind.
To show God's love aright, 
she bore to us a Savior,
When half spent was the night.

*Benediction
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
		
Postlude Postlude on JOY TO THE WORLD             
		David Angerman

Thank you to all of the volunteers and staff who made this service possible! 

Liturgists: Tobin Sidles and Beth Rambikur Stephen Minister: Georgia Carmichael Golf Cart Driver: Rick Aaberg
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“People, Look East”  
Words: Eleanor Farjeon, 1928
“He Came Down” 
Words: Trad. Cameroon
“Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”
Words: Sts. 1-2, 15th cent. German; trans. by Theodore Baker, 1894; 3 from The Hymnal, 1940 (Is. 35:1-2) 
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