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Third Sunday of Advent, December 14th  2025

Welcome and Announcements
*Please stand 

Trinity Chimes

Prelude   Joy to the World  arr. V. Stephenson  
The Christ Church Ringers
	
*Call to Worship: 
One: Joy comes in the morning!
All: We rise with rejoicing for the day God gives,
One: God gives comfort to the weary and strength to the faint.
All: Let us sing out as our hearts lift on eagle’s wings.

*Hymn of Praise 234   
O Come, All Ye Faithful   ADESTE FIDELES

1. O come, all ye faithful, 
joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem.
Come and adore him, born the King of angels;
REFRAIN
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.

2. True God of true God, 
Light from Light Eternal,
Lo, he shuns not the Virgin's womb;
Son of the Father, begotten, not created;
REFRAIN

3. Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation;
O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God, all glory in the highest;
REFRAIN

Advent Song 2085  He Came Down 
HE CAME DOWN
Christ came down that we may have joy,
he came down that we may have joy,
he came down that we may have joy - Hallelujah forevermore.

One: God of vision and dreams, we are waiting.

All: In a world of false promises and quick fixes, we are waiting for the long work of hope.

Women: Waiting just as Mary waited to give birth to Christ.

Men: Waiting as Jospeh did, for an answer from You.

One: God of vision and dreams we are waiting-

All: And you fill that waiting with dreaming, courage, and hope.  

One: Ignite our imaginations, O God, and give us the courage to follow the dreams that visit us with hope.  As we light this third candle of Advent, remind us that joy isn’t something we wait for, it is something that can rise within us whenever we choose you.  Amen. 

Advent Song 2085  He Came Down 
HE CAME DOWN
Christ came down that we may have joy,
he came down that we may have joy,
he came down that we may have joy - Hallelujah forevermore.

[bookmark: _Hlk170822582]Scripture Lesson  
Isaiah 40:1, 3-5, 12, 15, 28-31
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.  A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
     Every valley shall be lifted up, and every     
     mountain and hill be made low; the   
     uneven ground shall become level, and   
     the rough places a plain.
Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed,
    and all flesh shall see it together,
    for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”
Who has measured the waters of the sea in the hollow of his hand and marked off the heavens with a span,
    enclosed the dust of the earth in a measure
    and weighed the mountains in scales and    
    the hills in a balance?
Even the nations are like a drop from a bucket and are accounted as dust on the scales; see, he takes up the isles like fine dust.
    Have you not known? Have you not heard?
    The LORD is the everlasting God, the      
    Creator of the ends of the earth.
He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable.  He gives power to the faint and strengthens the powerless.
    Even youths will faint and be weary,
    and the young will fall exhausted,
but those who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint.

Music of Preparation  Peace on Earth   
arr. J. Raney  
The Christ Church Ringers
Gail Griffin, piano

[bookmark: _Hlk170822297]Gospel Lesson   Matthew 1:18-25
		
Sermon     A Tale of Two Kingdoms: The Kingdom Received

Prayers of the People

Prayer of Confession
Holy One, you speak to us in ways both bold and quiet.  In dreams, in scripture, in the courage and compassion of others.  Yet we often shrink back from your call.  We hesitate to say yes to the new thing you are trying to birth in us.  We want the known, the safe, the controlled, to live the lives we already understand.  God of comfort and challenge, give us the courage of Joseph, to listen deeply, to trust completely, and to receive the kingdom you have planted in our lives.  Amen.

Pastor: Hear the Good News: God with us, Emanuel, has come to dwell – God’s life within us changes everything. In the name of Christ, you are forgiven! 

People: In the name of Christ you are forgiven! 

All: Glory to God, Amen


Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

                  
*Passing of the Peace



Offering

Offertory   What Child Is This   arr. Marohnic                        
Grant Lange, flugelhorn

*Doxology What Child Is This	
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.  
Praise God, all creatures here below.  
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts.  
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  
This, this is Christ the King, 
whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe the son of Mary.

*Offertory Prayer

*Closing Hymn  A Star Shone Bright           
O WALY WALY
1. A star shone bright across the plain
And calmed the earth so Love could reign.
'Twas in a child that hope was born,
A dream fulfilled! O happy morn!

2. O Son of God, Incarnate Word,
O Wisdom's Light, whom angels heard,
Come forth again, our hearts console.
O heal our hurts and make us whole.

3. From Bethlehem come to our day;
Reveal to us your holy way.
Be born again, Eternal Fire.
O Spirit come, our souls inspire.

4. O star shine forth once more this night
And flood our streets with heavenly Light
Till every heart in Christ shall see
The glory of eternity!

*Benediction 198   	 
My Soul Gives Glory MORNING SONG   
Love casts the mighty from their thrones, promotes the insecure,
leaves hungry spirits satisfied, 
the rich seem suddenly poor.

Our God has done great things for us: yes, holy is God's name.
God's kingdom here on earth has come, let all our lives proclaim!

Postlude   Deck the Halls   arr. V. Stephenson  
The Christ Church Ringers

Please stay for a musical Christmas gift after the postlude offered by Grant Lange and family.

Liturgist: Tobin Sidles
Stephen Minister: Michael Edwards 
Golf Cart Driver: Henry Parra
Thank you to all the staff and volunteers who made this service possible!

ONE LICENSE A-738133 | CCLI #12393 | Perform Music #662 | CVLI #03793174
[bookmark: _Hlk216338468][bookmark: _GoBack]“O Come, All Ye Faithful”
Words: John F. Wade, 1743
“He Came Down”
Words: Trad. Cameroon/John Bell, 1990
“My Soul Gives Glory to My God”
Words: Miriam Therese Winter, 1987
“A Star Shone Bright”
Words: F. Richard Garland, 2006

If you have any questions, please call the office: 520.327.1116 or 
send us an e-mail: office@ccumtucson.org. 

Staff contact information (Only staff with church emails are listed)
John Neve - Bell Choir Director
john@ccumtucson.org
Janet Tolman – Organist 
janet@ccumtucson.org
Sinamar Respicio – Choir Director
choir@ccumtucson.org
Mary Beth Buttler – Communications
communications@ccumtucson.org 
Candi Eppley – Office Administrator 
office@ccumtucson.org
Rev. Beth Rambikur
pastor@ccumtucson.org
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